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A College Degree is No Guarantee

31.7% 9.8%

58.5%

Even young black workers who chose 
engineering majors have very high 
unemployment and underemployment rates.
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Unemployment Rates, 2010 and 2013

Black workers have a much higher unemploy-
ment rate than average, but black college grads 
do much better than the average black worker.

Black recent college grads, however, are almost 
as likely to be unemployed as the average black 
worker.

The unemployment rate for black recent college grads 
is higher now than at the beginning of the economic recovery. Even before the Great Resession, 

Black recent grads had high 
unemployment rates.
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41.8%

55.9 percent of black recent college graduates 
are in jobs that don't require a college degree.

34.6%

45.0%

55.9%

Share of Graduates in Non-College Jobs, 2013
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